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The West’s leading authority on the role of intellectuals in contemporary China presents a
percipient account of the efforts at political reform in the Deng Xiaoping era. Merle Goldman
describes a group of highly placed intellectuals who, with the patronage of Deng Xiaoping’s
designated successors Hu Yaobang and then Zhao Ziyang, attempted to reshape both China’s
Marxist—Leninist ideology and its political system.

Baogang He, The Democratization of China, London: Routledge, 1996.

. The Democratic Implications of a Civil Society in China, London: MacMillan Press,
1997.

This book discusses the roles of civil society in the initiation stage of democratization in
China. It argues that there is a semi-civil society in China and that this quasi-civil society that
plays dual roles in the initial stage of democratisation in China. It makes a contribution to
existing theories on democratic functions of civil society by applying, testing, revising and
developing these theories in the context of Chinese democratization.

Peter Ho, Richard Louis Edmonds, Perspectives of Time and Change: Rethinking
Embedded Environmental Activism in China, In: China Information 21.2 (2008): 331-344,
London/New York: Sage.

China's burgeoning civil society has often been characterized as state-led or corporatist.
However, these concepts fail to capture the current dynamics of Chinese social activism, as
they cannot account for two of its critical features. First, the fact that the nature of Chinese
state—society relations is not a matter of the former dictating the latter, but rather a kind of
“negotiated symbiosis.” Second, the semiauthoritarian context necessitates that China's social
activists develop a diffuse, and informal rather than formal, network of relations. This
informal web of relations has yielded undeniable political as well as societal legitimacy. It is
against this background that we put forward the concept of “embedded social activism.” Since
its initial emergence, environmental activism has resourcefully adapted to, rather than
opposed, the political conditions of its era. The hallmark, and in fact, the success of China's
reforms lie in their strategy of incremental change. Therefore, we might view embedded
environmentalism as a transient phase which is itself changing through time, a transitional
feature of a burgeoning civil society in a semiauthoritarian context.



Suzanne Ogden, Inklings of Democracy in China, Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University
Press, 2002.

Since 1979 China’s leaders have introduced economic and political reforms that have
lessened the state’s hold over the lives of ordinary citizens. By examining the growth in
individual rights, the public sphere, democratic processes, and pluralization, the author seeks
to answer questions concerning the relevance of liberal democratic ideas for China and the
relationship between a democratic political culture and a democratic political system. The
author also looks at the contradictory impulses and negative consequences for democracy
generated by economic liberalism.

Unresolved issues concerning the relationships among culture, democracy, and
socioeconomic development are at the heart of the analysis. Nonideological criteria are used
to assess the success of the Chinese approach to building a fair, just, and decent society.

Eva Pils, Discussing ‘Civil Society’ and ‘Liberal Communities’ in China, In: China
Perspectives 3 (2012): 2-7 (Hong Kong: CEFC).

There are certain communities — or groups, or fields — in Chinese civil society that can be
most readily expected to promote the strengthening of universal values underpinning human
rights. These values include freedom of conscience and speech, freedom of association and
the right to political participation, and liberty of the person — basic liberties. In different ways,
communities of journalists, of human rights defenders including in particular lawyers,
religious communities, and non-governmental organizations (NGO) involved in the provision
of social services or advocacy can be especially important to the promotion of these values.
Journalist communities, religious groups and NGOs are also dependent on freedom of speech,
conscience and association, whereas rights lawyers are engaged in the defence of the rights to
due process, a fair trial, and access to justice. In non-liberal, nondemocratic political systems,
support from international or transnational civil society is an especially important further
aspect. Accordingly, the contributions to this volume discuss these fields and aspects.
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Vol. 22, No. 397, p. 413. (2008), London/New York: Sage.

This study hypothesizes that the Chinese state uses NGOs as objects of consultation for
improving its policymaking in the same way it consults mass organizations, democratic
parties, and official professional associations to obtain specialist information. This model of
consultation is based on the mass-line model and on its application within democratic
centralist administrative hierarchies. The investigation shows that, apart from their main
social or environmental tasks, Chinese NGOs indeed inform the state, many of them with
policy formulation in mind. It also shows that the Chinese state uses democratic centralist
vocabulary to describe the tasks that it assumes NGOs should undertake. However, apart from
the mass-line type of consultation, both NGOs and the state have other conceptions about the
proper roles for NGOs. The state now promotes the idea of civil society as an independent



service provider, while NGOs seek an even larger sphere of social autonomy and self-
organization.
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and Civil Society in the P.R of China), Introduction to Yu Keping, Asienhaus Essen (Asia
Foundation), Focus Asien No. 11, Februar 2003.
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Tong, Yanqi Transitions from State Socialism. Economic and Political Change in
Hungary and China, New York/ Oxford: Rowman and Littlefield, 1997.

Exploring the transformation of state socialism through a comparative study of the reform
experiences of China and Hungary, this book focuses on the relationship between economic
and political change. Despite following parallel paths through much of the reform period,
China and Hungary diverged drastically in 1989, when Hungary installed a democratic
political system while China used brutal military force to suppress political dissent. After
tracing common political, economic, and ideological dimensions, Yangi Tong explains the
dramatically different outcomes in the two countries. She identifies key differences in the
social costs of economic reform, the international setting, strategies pursued by the
establishment and its opponents, and the coalitions formed by political elites. Tong also
argues that developments since 1989 demonstrate that the end of conventional state socialism
has guaranteed neither stability, democracy, nor prosperity as powerful legacies from both the
communist and reform eras thwart the development of healthy political and economic
systems.

Guobin Yang, Environmental NGOs and Institutional Dynamics in China, In: The China
Quarterly 181 (2005), S. 46-66Cf ed.

Environmental non-governmental organizations are becoming increasingly visible players in
China's environmental politics. Adopting a field perspective, this article shows how the rise of
environmental NGOs has taken place in interactions with institutional fields.

Guobin Yang, Civic Environmentalism, In: Reclaiming Chinese Society. The New Social
Activism, ed. Hsing You-Tian and Ching Kwan-Lee, 119-139 (London: Routledge, 2010)

Bin Xu, For whom the bell tolls: state-society relations and the Sichuan earthquake
mourning in China, Published online: 17 August 2013, Springer Science+Business Media
Dordrecht 2013.

In the wake of the devastating Sichuan earthquake in 2008, the Chinese state, for the first time
in the history of the People’s Republic, held a nationwide mourning rite for ordinary disaster
victims. Why did this “mourning for the ordinary” emerge in the wake of the Sichuan
earthquake but not previous massive disasters? Moreover, the Chinese state tried to
demonstrate through the mourning that the state respected ordinary people’s lives and dignity.
But this moral-political message contradicted the state’s normal repressive practice. What can
account for this contradiction? Drawing on the state-society relations perspective, Bin Xu



argues that the emergence of “mourning for the ordinary” can be explained by some important
changes in structural state-society relations in China in the 2000s, such as the rapidly
developing civil society with moral consciousness and the more adaptive authoritarian
Chinese state with concern about its moral legitimacy.

Link: http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11186-013-9200-5

Xu Bin, Consensus Crisis and Civil Society: The Sichuan Earthquake Response and
State—Society Relations Consensus Crisis and Civil Society: The Sichuan Earthquake
Response and State—Society Relations. The China Journal, no. 71, pp. 91-108, 2014, by
The Australian National University

Untersuchungen zum Verhaltnis zwischen Staat und Gesellschaft in China konzentrieren sich
meist auf eine Vertrauenskrise der beiden Protagonisten. Eine Vertrauenskrise wird
gekennzeichnet von Herausforderungen an Managementkapazitaten des Staates, einem
kritischen Bedarf an Leistungen der Zivilgesellschaft, und die Bemihungen des Staates um
ein moralisch respektables Image. Dieser Umstand begunstigt eine relativ gutliche
Wechselwirkung zwischen Staat und Gesellschaft. Bestehende Studien ignorieren die
Relevanz von Situationen. Xu Bin behaupte, dass das Erdbeben 2008 ein Beispiel fur eine
Vertrauenskrise ist, die den Burgerinitiativen Raum flr Agitation zur Verfugung stellte.

Link:
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.1086/674555?uid=3739256&uid=2134&uid=2&uid=70&uUi
d=4&sid=21105971303113

Zhao, Suisheng (Hrsg.), China and Democracy. Reconsidering the Prospects for A
Democratic China, London/ New York: Routledge, 2000.

This timely collection brings together many well-known scholars to systematically explore
China's current government and assess that transition toward democracy. The contributors
seek to bridge the gap between normative theories of democracy and empirical studies of
China's political development by providing a comprehensive overview of China's domestic
history, economy, and public political ideologies.
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